illnesses afflicting the American people. These diseases sweep communities, States, and entire sections of the Nation. Largely because of ig¬ norance of their etiologies, they are known among laymen and physicians alike as "the flu" or "intestinal flu" or "acute gastroenteritis."
As better methods of medical, epidemiologic, and laboratory investigation have Particular attention should be directed to the explosive nature of the outbreak. In all members of the group studied, illness occurred within 48 hours of exposure. Such a sharp incidence certainly points to a common-source type of epidemic and rules out spread by person-to-person contact. The short incubation period might also imply poisoning. However, this can be ruled out by the fact that, in several of the families, well-documented secondary cases occurred following the girls' return home.
Summary
An outbreak of acute gastroenteritis occurred in at least 58 individuals who had visited a resort area near Seattle, Wash., during 1 week in late July 1959. The illness particularly affected two groups who had used certain common facilities at the resort. Epidemiologic study revealed water from a dug well to be the probable vehicle of transmission of the infective organisms. Stool specimens were collected from four members of one group who became ill and were examined for pathogenic organisms. Two of the four specimens contained ECHO 9 virus. No further illness associated with the use of the resort has been reported since chlorination of the water supply was instituted and the suspected well was abandoned as a source of water.
